McKINNEY-VENTO 2001—LAW into PRACTICE

The MeKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (Subtitle B—Education for Homeless
Children and Youth), reauthorized in Jenuary 2002, ensures educatioral rights and
protections for children and youth experiencing homelessness. This brief explaing the
legislation and offers strategies for implementing it in a school distriet. Additional
briefs on various topics in the law may be found on the websites of the organiza-
tions listed below.

Key Provisions

£1 Parents or guardians of students in homeless situations can keep their
children in their schools of origin {to the extent feasible) or enrcll
them in any public school that students living in the same attendance
area are eligible to attend.

i1 Btudents have the right to enroll in school immediately, even if they do
not have required documents, such as school records, medical records,
proof of residency, or other documents.

[0 The terms “enroll” and “enrollment” include attending classes and
participating fully in school activities.

{1 State Educational Agencies (SEAs) and Local Educational Agencies
(LEAs), otherwise known as school districts, must address problems
resulting from enrollment delays caused by immunization and medi-
cal records requirements, residency requirements, lack of birth cer-
tificates, school records or other documentation, guardianship is.
sues, or uniform or dress code requirements.

@ If a student does not have immunizations or immunization or medi-
cal records, the laison must immediately assist in obtaining them,
and the student must be enrolled in school in the interim.

0 Enrolling schools must cbtain school records from the previcus school,
and students must be enrolled in school while records are obtained.

{1 Schools must maintain records for students who are homelaess so they
are available quickly.

0 LEA liaisons must help unaccompanied youth choose and enroll in a
school, after considering the youth's wishes.

O If a student is sent to a school other than that requested by a parent
or guardian, the school must provide a written explanation of its deci-
gion and the right to appeal.

0 SEAs and LEAs must develop, review, and revise their policies to
remove barriers to the enrollment and retention of children and youth
in homeless situations.

{See Endnotes for the text of the law.)

Children and youth experiencing homelessness often do not have the docn-
ments ordinarily required for school enrollment. However, school may be the
only opportunity for children and youth to benefit from a stable environment,
uninterrupted adult attention, peer relations, academic stimulation, and reli-
able meals. Immediately enrolling students in homeless situations in school
provides stability and aveids separating children from school for days or weeks
while documents are located.
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Strategies for Implementation

]

Train all school enrollment stafl, secretaries, school counselors, school
social workers, and principals on the legal requirements for enroll-
ment.

Review all state laws and regulations and LEA policies and bring
them into compliance with federal law.

Develop affidavits of residence or other forms to replace typical proof
of residency. Such forms should be carefully crafted so that they do
not create further barriers or delay enrollment.

Develop caregiver affidavits, enrollment forms for unaccompanied
youth, and other forms to replace typical proof of guardianship. Again,
such forms should be carefully crafted so that they do not create
further barriers or delay enrollment.

Iistablish school-based immunization clinics or other opportunities
for on-site immunizations.

Collahorate with community-hased or public agencies to provide school
uniforms, and standardize school uniferms within a district and among
neighboring districts.

Accept school records directly from families and youth.

Develop short educational assessments to place students immedi-
ately while awaiting complete academic records.

Inform families and youth of their right to attend either their school
of origin or local school.

Inform families and youth of their right to transportation and imme-
diate enrollment.

Develop clear, understandable forms for written explanations of deci-
sions and the right to appeal.

Help provide educational continuity by

O Provide short assessments to determine present academic levels
quiclkly.

o Contacting the previous scheol for records and assistance with
placement decisions.

0 Expeditiously following up on any special education referrals or
BErvices.

0 Providing necessary remediation/tutoring.
0 Having counselors meet with parents and students when registering.

1 Creating an orientation video for parents, service providers, and
students.

o Establishing schooHevel and classroom-level routines for incoming
and departing transfers.

O Getting to know new students with a “get-toknow-you” question-
naire or journal assignment.




O Taking time to talk to and welcome students individually.

01 Giving & “welcome gift” (e.g. school supplies, school clothes).

O Introducing new students te the class.

o Identifying faculty and peer mentors/buddies.

r1 Keeping a short, simple written list of classroom rules and procedures.
0 Starting a “New Students” club.

1 Making sure the students have a chance to have a class job/role and
to participate in extracurricular activities.

O Conducting schoolwide acquaintanceship activities.

o Starting files and a portfolio of class work for the students to take
when leaving the school.

71 Maintaining a relationship when the students leave by providing
stamped, self-addressed envelopes and stationery.

Idess for providing educational continuity were taken from: Virginia Educa-
tion for Homeless Children and Youth Program, Project HOPE Information
Brief No. 2, What Educators Can Do: Homeless Children and Youth, availahle
at www.wm.edu/education/HOPE/homeless.html and Policy Analysis for
California Education (PACE), Educational Consequences of Mobility for Cali-
fornia Students and Schools, available at www-gse.Berkeley.edu/research/
PACE/pace.himl.
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Bvery state is required to have a coordinator for the education of homeless
children and youth, and every school district is required to have a liaison for
homeless students. These individuals will assist you with
the implementation of the McKinney-Vento Act. To find out
who your state coordinator is, visit the NCHE website at
www. serve.org/nehe.

For further information on the McKinney-Vento Act and

Hotlanal Genter for  ypgources for implementation, call the NCHE HelpLine at
Homeless Educotion

at SERVE 800-308-214b or e-mail homeless@serve.org.

Local contact information:




